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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all IT meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Heclors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors,—PoPe. 


—<anttl 


ictiers of the Black Dwarf, 
From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 
SOMEBODY MAD SOMEWHERE. 
RESPECTED YELLOW FRIEND, 

There have been strange reports circulated here, re- 
specting the madness of certain great personages who 
oughtto be much more rational than other folk, if they are 
of any great use in their “ high offices.” I mean certain 
Kings of Europe. The Emperor of Russia is represented 
as being “ religiously mad ;” and it is said that his regard 
for religion has induced him to look quietly on, while the 
‘Turks are cutting the throats of the Greeks, or enslaving 
them to gratify their lust or their avarice. Certes, if this 
be true, his Emperorship must have turned Mussulman, 
and become a downright believer in t e divine mission of 
Mahomet ; which is in all probability the case ; as he seems 
to think, with that cunning impostor, that the sword is 
the best argument for the dissemination of opinion. The 
King of Prussia has a variely of reasons for insanity: 
and, indeed, ali the European Potentaies are as mad as any 
men need be, with heads on their shoulders, exeept the 
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gtacious Potentate of Enéland, who is much tiser that al} 
his subjects put together. Thou hast heard of the splen- 
dour of his coronation, when Lord Castlereagh walked 
before him, and tried to be the hero of the day, in apish 
emulation of royalty itself; and thou hast heard too that 
the Queen of England, on that memorable occasion, was 
turned from the door of the Abbey, by a common bruiser ! 
—and many other matters connected with the business ; 
such as the unfortunate speculations of those Who thought 
a King would be a projitable curiosity, and erected booths 
from which a glimpse of him might be caught as he passed 
along! But thou hast not yet heard what this curious, 
useless, one-eyed coronation cost! The little Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who would have made an excellent 
knob for the cover of a Chinese tea-pot, but who is now 
created into a great lord, promised the senators of the 
country that the cost of this mummery, at which even 
the little children laughed, should not exceed 100,0001. a 
sum of money sufficient ,to maintain 200,000 families of 
five persons each, or one million of persons for a whole 
week, onthe scale which Sir Tho. Baring thinks sufficient 
for the poor labourers of the country. Thou wilt think 
with me, that this sum was quite enough to throw away 
in a ceremony grown quite out of repute, and which 
people would hardly go out of doors to look at:—but 
what will be thy surprise when thou shalt hear, that more 
than twice that sum was actually devoted to the folly of 
entertaining the courtiers with a holiday! The actual 
cost was two hundred and thirty-eight thousand pounds! 
—all wasted—all thrown away—and that in twenty-four 
hours, for an idle spectacle, seen by few, and cared for 
by still less!| [had some idea that this would turn out 
to be case, when I read that there were 24,000 black 
spots upon one of his Majesty’s robes; and that these 
black spots could only be got from the feet of the Astra- 
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can lamb ;--3ix thausand of which must be sacrificed for 
these 24,000 black spots; when q little common paint, 
would have made the monarch’s rohe look quite as re- 
spectable. Six thousand lambs to be slaughtered, before 
a great man can be decently equipped to appear for 
an hour in public? If this is European refinement, 
commend me to your savage kings, who, when they want 
a new eoat, go themselves and are satisfied with stripping 
the skin over the ears of abearor a wolf! Do not mistake 
me, to state this as any fault on the part of the King.— 
No, no-—elrquette required that he should wear this spotted 
robe ! The people insist upon it that he shall spend their 
money ; and they supply him with so much that it is only 
by the dint of hard labour, and wonderful ingenuity, that he 
is able to get through it. I dare say he 8 oftenmightily per- 
plexed as to what gew-gaws he shall spend money upon! 
Wine, aud women, two expensive articles that might ata 
certain age have assisted him in the disposal of the people's 
cash, must be now nearly superfaoas to him ; aad 4 was 
really unthinkingly hard that inthe year 1821, they should 
impose upon his good nature so far as to insist that he 
should spend an extra 238,0091 in addition to the mz lion 
a year he is regularly obliged by law to spend. It is work- 
ing a map too hard—for even kingly authority finds it in 
vain to oppose the laws of nature, that limit enjoyment by 
satiety. How much good the people might have done wih 
this money. When the labourers of Spitalfields were dis- 
tressed, a donation of five thousand pounds was thought a 
most charitable matter, to relieve twenty thousand indi- 
viduals. But here in one day was wasted forty six thou- 
sand times as much, in an idle pageantry! The sum so 
wasted was within afew thousand pounds of the cost of 
maintaining the whole poor of the immensely populous 
County .of Lancashire in 1822-——the poor of that County 
costing but 283.6881. ; and the coronation costing 288,000 ! 
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And all this to fatigue the King out of his health, because 
the people wonld have a puppet-shew! To shew how 
hard the Monarch and his advisers must have been pushed. 


to get rid of the money, they actually (say they) spent 
24,7001.'for the royal robes! The price of 24,000 
yards of broad cloth, to deck out a King for a day !— 
And this does not include the King’s metal cap, called a 
crown, for the loan of which he paid eight or nine thou- 
sand pounds a year.* What would a sailor, who can 
equip himself for forty shillings from head to foot, say to 
the slops of a King costing 24,7001.¢ The thing is so in- 
comprehensible, that one can’t imagine how any such 
charges should be made. I have been endeavouring to 
make out a bill, with the assistance of my washerwoman’s 
assistant and my tailor’s apprentice ; but thoug': we put 
sown the highest prices they had ever heard of, we are so 
far below the calculation, that I am almost afraid to shew 
thee our estimates. However, I dare trust them to thy 
eyes, and here they are. 

& ea, 


A dozen shirts (surely enough for one day) at 10l.ashirt 120 O 0 
A dozen pair of stockings (the weather was hot) at 51. 


per pair - - ~ - - - - - 60 0 O 
A dozen pair of shoes, at 5]. a pair (royal prices) - 60 0 O 
A dozen pair of breeches,at 201. a pair (large size) 240 0 O 
Twelve pair of drawers, at a pound a pair (flannel) - 12 0 O 
Twelve pair of royal braces (various) cise, “9 2 @ 6 
Two dozen lace cravats, at 51. each - - - - 120 0 O 
Twelve waistcoats (under ones) - : - - 22 6”O 
Twelve ditto (upper ones) - - = - - 120 0 0O 
One coat to begin with - - . - - - 100 0 0 
Another Coat, a little finer - - - - - 200 0 O 
Another Coat, finer still - - - : - - 300 0 O 
Another Coat, finest of all . - - : - 400 0 O 
A scarlet mantle = - - - - - - - 200: 0° 
A purple mantle’ - . - - - - - 200 0 O 
An ermine mantle, with black lamb spots - - - §00 0 O 





£2,562 


© 
© 





*<* A charge was also made for adiamond Crown. Now he had no 
objection, if such a bauble were necessary to grace the ceremony of 
the coronation, that it should be used, if the expense were kept within 
reasonable bounds; but he wasinformed, he did not know whether 
accurately or not, that this crown had been made in the year, 1819, 





and that it had been kept on hire from the jeweller at the expense of | 


8 or 9,0001. a year. He thought this ought to be explained.’’— 
Mr. Hume. 
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i am, asI told thee, heartily ashamed of the poverty of 
my ideas, which fall so far short of the magnificence of a 
court. Thou seest, Lam £22,138, below the mark ; and 
vet I thought { was providing clothing enough for half-a- 
dozen kings, instead of one; and that [ was estimating 
them quite as highas they could cost. 1am not aware of 
having omitted any thing, in the ordinary wardrobe of a 
gentleman, except a few pairs of gloves, and a pair of 
stays, which | am told some gentlemen wear in this coun- 
try, though they were originally articles ef female dress : 
—and to set off against this omission, it must be remem- 
bered that his Majesty was provided with a good ward- 
robe before hand; and that most of the articles I have 
enumerated need not to have been purchased new for the 
occasion :—the mantles being all that must absolutely 
have been provided. But the money was to be spent! This 
was th> mischief. I remember a pretty little girl, who 
always wished to have the best of every thing, running 
about the town to find a five guinea bonnet, as one of her 
acquaintances naa vougu. Gus Which cost four. Not be- 
ing able to find one, she cunningly said to a shopkeeper, 
“could not you take five guineas for a four guinea bon- 
“ net ; then it would be a five guinea bonnet, you know.” 
The shopkeeper was kind enough to accommodate the 
lady ; and in some such manner must the king’s robe-ma- 
ker have accommodated his Majesty. The things could 
not have been worth the money ; but the money may have 
been paid for them; and if it has, anaction ought to be 
instituted against the parties receiving it for something 
very much like swindling ! 

Another item of the expenditure was a sum of £50,000, 
for fitting up the interior of Westminster Hall. This is 
barefacedly throwing money into official pockets, instead 
of spending it. Mr. Elliston would have gladly under- 
taken to fit it up in a ten times more splendid manne 
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for one quarter of the sum. ‘This is *obbery, and not 
expenditure. The money must have beea pocketed, by 
those Who pretended to Spend it. Then there is a sum of 
£3,000, paid to Sir Georsé Nayler, for a useless de- 
scription of this puppet-shew, that posterity may learn to 
Tat rh at the authors of it. But these people would have 
at 86. A little imp, looking over my shoulders, says 
thé people did not want a coronation. Why, then did 
they have one ; or having one against ‘their inclinations, 
why do they pay for it? “The little imp replies, they 
mustf—and I beg his pardon. I had forgot—i was fool- 
ishly thinking that the English were freemen, and that 
their représéiitatives held the public pursebut it is not 
so. Times are altered :—and poor John Bull must behave 
aS his fivasters, and the six acts direct him. Poor John 
Bull! 

The ministers, it seems, gave out that the coronation 
would not cost mote than one hundred thousand pounds ; 
bat the ministry had got possession of a sum of “ two 
milltohs of francs which had been paid by France for the 
fortifications in the Netherlands, and in aid of the main- 
tenance of the ‘British army in Flanders ;’’ and the sur- 
plus of this sum they had of their own authority added, 
as they say,to the expenses of the coronation! But they 
might have said so, if they had divided the surplus among 
themseives and doubled the charges of the coronation, in 
order to account for it. Iam sure they cannot faerly ac- 
count for the expenditure of the one hundred thousand 
that were voted. And, in effect, they confess themselves 
they dare not meet any inquiry into the matter; for Mr. 

‘ute moved for a committee to inquire mto the 
facts, and the ministers negatived his ‘motion by the usual 
majority. dam very strongly-tempted to believe that it 
would puzzle the ministry to shew that eighty thousand 
pounds were absolately expended in materials and ‘work- 
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manship. As to the bill for the King’s robes, not half the 
sum.could ever have been allowed, by any but a board of 
bedlamites, and I have another ground of exception against 
a shilling of such a bill being paid. It is very hard if the 
King cannot find his own dresses out of a personal allow- 
ance of turee hundred thousand per annum. But in this 
country, the great object is to find out excuses for charg- 
ing the people for what they have already paid. Thus the 
Duke of Clarence, after getting all hecan as an allowance 
for himself, quarters his family separately upon the 
public purse. There are five Miss Fitzclarences upon 
the funds of the Leeward Jsland Duties, to the tuneof five 


hundred pounds each; and besides the parliamentary 


allowance of the Princesses of Gloucester, and Hesse Hom- 
bourg, they have each 10001. pin-money in addition out of 
the same funds. Mr. Canning has also some friends on this 
fund, which he accounts for thus:—When he retired 


from the situation of Under Secretary of State some years 


ago, he had a claim to a pension of 1200]. a year, while 
he remained out of office. Now he did not mean to 
remain an hour out of office longer than he could help; 
and with his disposition to do any thing to get into 
office, the pension was of no earthly value; so he com- 
muted it for a pension of half the amount or 6001. per annum, 
“ to certain persons who had a direct claim upon him!” 
thus providing for them, withoutany injury to himself ; 
for, taking his Lisbon thousands into the account, he has 
never been three months withouta salary. He says the 
matter was thought a great sacrifice on his part at the time, 
but he did not say by what blockheads it was so thought. 

This is a degression from the point; but it may serve 

to shew that the system is consistent in its “ working :’ 
pe that it works well for every body but the people.— 
This, however, is their business; and if they chuse to 
suffer it to beso “ worked” they have only themselves 
to blame. If I were at one of the wheels, I should be 
tempted to stop the machinery ; for I should say that no 
work at all were better than such employment. 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 

THE BLACK DWARE. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The Black Dwarf has taken the case of the Israelites into con- 
sideration, and means to warn them against. the deep-laid schemes 
of the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, to make Christians of 
them, in spite of their inclinations. 

We have received from the Greenock reformers two guineas, for 
the Rev. Mr. Harrison; and one guinea for Mr. Joseph Swann, 
which shall be duly transmitted. 

Meerrne cy Bewacr or rie Spantarps.—This long-expected 
meeting will take place on Friday next, at the London Tavern, 
Bishopsgate-street, at twelve o’clock, Lord WW. Bentinck, in the 
chair.—Men of Lonpuy, Wesrminsrer, and Sournwark! do 
your duty and ATTEND! 








aD 


From the Blaek Dwarf in London to the Freeholders of 


a 
x 


the Borsugh of Petersfield. 








CORRUPTION {NVULNERABLE ! 

Well, my good friends, [ see by the papers, that you 
have arrived at the end of your journey, though you have 
notreached the winning post. ‘The Court of King’s Bench 
has decided, very naturally, that you have no cause to 
complain, because you have been, by an ‘“ immemorial 
custom” deprived of your rights, and made the puppets, 
the bondslaves, and the jest of your borough masters. it 
isthe “ custom” of England, my good friends; it has 
long been the ‘ custom,’ and you are only in as bad a 
condition as your neighbours. Here is the death war- 
rant of all your hopes of shaking off your shackles. It is 
dated Westminster, June 9, and headed— 


THE KING V. JOLLIFFE. 


This was an information in the nature of a guo warranto, calling 
on the Mayor of Petersfield to show by what authority he held that 
office. The objection made to his election was, that the jury of tne 
Court Leet of the manor of Petersfield by whom he was chosen were 
improperly summoned, because they were selected by the steward, 
who was also a-judge of the court, The case was tried at the last 
summer assizes for Hampshire, before Mr. Justice Burroughs, when 
2 verdict was found for the defendant, on the ground that there was 
an immemorial custom for the selection of the jury by the steward. 
Ty) a former terma rule was obtained to set.aside this verdict on two 
grounds—first, that the learned Judge misdirected the jury on the 
facts'of the case; and second, that the custom, if suthciently 
proved, was invalid, because con/rary to the policy of the law. 
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The Coury were unanimously of opinion, on both points, that 
the verdict was right. They thought the fucts fully warranted the 
summing up of the jude, ‘and that the custom was valid. The ob- 
jection to the steward’s nomination of the jury, because he was 
judge of the court, would apply to the case ot a sheriff, by whom 


juries were summoned on writs of inquiry. They therefore dis- 


charged the rule. 


Now then, praise ye the Judges of the Court of the 
King’s Bench! Hector, Jolliffe, Boyce, all praise ye the 
lords! Let the butcher- -mayor, with his new gveat coat, 
praise the judges ! Let every borough-pstron and berough- 


knave in the whole empire praise them to the skies , 
The craft is, in future, as secure as law can make it. 


Three cheers then, from every rotten borough, for “ im- 
memorial custom!” Englishmen have been slaves and 
tools from the beginning, “ so it is, and ever shall be, 
time without end. Amen!” Aye, and AMEN! AMEN! 
with all my heart--if Englishmen wILt be so! Let the 
sow wallow in filth, and the Englishman dance in his 
chains! Every thing to its nature—and poltroons may 
stoop to Joliffes to the world’s end, if they will! Butif 
there be any MEN at Petersfield, the struggle is not over. 
Custom may be law to judges, but bad customs will not 
long remain laws to men, let judges say what they will. 
I have before given these judges some sharp lessons: and 
1 believe | have done them good, though they are not 
yet much the better for my instructions. However I will 
waste a few more words upon them, that they may not 
have to plead a want of warning, when the day of reck- 
oning ariives. 

Let me tell them, then, that their decision, is neither 
founded on law, reason, justice, nor common sense :—and 
looks as if it were intended to serve the borough faction 
at a pinch. Mr. Justice Burroughs seems to have taken 
the responsibility upon himself, of deciding that the de- 
struction of the rights of the freeholders, by the artufice 
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of the borough-master, was perfectly correct, on account 
of the “ custom.” You thought, that such a vile custom 
could not be valid; but the Court of King’s Bench con- 
firms the doctrine of the circuit “‘ brother,” and tells you 
that it is. The “ facts’’ fully “ warranted the sum- 
ming up of the judge!” Now, what were the facts? 
In the election of mayor, for borough purposes, the 
agent of one party, against the charter, but in ae- 
cordance with the “ custom” of the borough, packed 
a jury of his own friends, to decide in favour of 
their common patron. You say, the agent had no 
right to do this. The Court says he has, because a 
sheriff summonses juries on writs of inquiry, and yet he 
isa judge in the court where they sit to assess damages. 
The case, however, does not bear out the court. If it 
could be proved that a sheriff, instead of taking juries in 
the ordinary method, and from indifferent persons, were 
to select his friends, his tenants, or his footmen, ina 
case, Wherein he was a party, the thing would be so mon- 
strous that Mr. Sheriff, in a common case, would be ina 
dangerous jeopardy of consequences. He wouid not dare 
to do such a thing, in an ordinary case, where a single 
shilling of property was concerned :—and, if no borough 
interests were at stake, heaven help the sheriff who 
would do such a thing, unless he was a staunch ministe- 
rial man, and could calculate upon the royal pardon !— 
But the agents of Mr. Joliffe do quite as bad as this, and 
they are held harmless by the Court of King’s Bench. 
The, “ custom’’ protects them in trampling law and rea- 
son under foot! The rights, the vested rights, the char- 
tered righis of the freeholders are allowed to be set at 
naught, that the rights of the boroughmonger may be 


paramount. Nor is this all—for his custom is formally 
set above the law by the decision of the court; although 
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the custom is contrary to, and subversive of the law !— 
This, I contend, is a doctrine which calls for the presen- 
tation of the holders of it, to a higher tribunal—but 
when the rights of the people are to be sacrificed, it is 
too common for all tribunals to agree in officiating at the 
sacrifice. 

Custom, with rational men and honest lawyers, is only 
law, where the written law is silent. Custom can never 
become law agains! law. But in this case, tHe custom is 
permitted to destroy the law, and to annihilate the rights 
which the law intends to secure! But the borough 
interest is at stake; and those who are delighted with 
“ things as they are,” feel no compunction of maintaining 
abuses, as by custom established. 

The result of this application should teach you, that it 
is entirely useless to seek any minor reform. Be your 
case ever so strong, be your reasoning ever so invincible, 
it is on the wrong side, and you cannot prevail. ‘There 
8 NO more justice to be obtained in this Country for po- 
litical wrong, than redress for political persecution :—and 
theapplication foreither isa perfect farce. The Courts have 
only ears for one side of a political question. Interested in 
the continuance of every thing as it is, they cannot look 
impartially upon any proposal to alter them. You must, 
therefore, either make up vour minds to jom earnestly in 
the demand for a general reform, out of which all mimor 
reforms will necessarily spring—or to remain the quiet 
slaves of Mister Jolliffe, and his hectoring class. 1 dare 
say many of you thought { had gone too far in my decla- 
rations against the system ; and that you had onty to make 
outa case, to ensure redress. ‘The persevering individual, 
who has struggled so hard with you, and for you, to open 
ithe borough, probably thought so too ; and that a quiet, 
safe, and progressive reform might be obtained! ‘What 
he and you think now, I need not ask—but ask Jolliffe, 
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Heetor, Boyce, and the butcher with the new great coat, 
what they think. In faith, I’should begin to think there 
was ‘some truth ‘in the reported statement of one of these 
gentlemen, that Jolliffe had stuck close by Canning, and 
that Canning would stick close by Jollitfe ;—only I am 
aware that there needs no express stipulation to protect 
rotten borough interests any where. The thing is suffici- 
ently understood, to be a part of the system! 

The decision of the Court goes to this extent—that Mr. 
Jolliffe is justified in measures, which enable him to ex- 
pose, if he pleases, two seats in Parliament for sale! Yet 
‘the Court”? would punish a poor devil severely, who 
was detected in selling his individual vote fora paltry 
guinea! In the decision; the Court carefully avoids 
the real question, by putting the case on the election of 
tbe Mayor ; wisely omitting to state that on the election of 
the Mayor depends the election of the members ; and that 
it is for the latter, and not the former object, that the 
jury is packed; and by delivering the decision at a period 
remote from the time of the argument, a great portion 
of the public may be misled to think it merely a squabble 
about a paltry Mayor! This is another method of sup- 
porting ‘“‘ the envy and admiration of the world !”’ 

I must bid you adieu,—but I will first tell you how a 
cunning ass once served an unfeeling master. The poor 
creature had long laboured as hard as he could ; and his 
cruel owner, never satisfied that he carried enough, was 
always adding to his load. Fora long time the ass.en- 
deavoured to make the same speed ; but finding that his 
exertions only served to increase his burthens, one morn-_ 
ing, when loaded for the service of the day, instead of 
setting off as usual, he stood still. The master urged him 
forward, but to no purpose. He then. used his cudgel, 
but the ass was immoveable. He tried to pull him forward 
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by the bridle, but the ass was still obstinate. He went 
behind to enforce his wishes; but nothing being able to 
overcome the passive patience of the ass ; the human brute 
fell into a violent passion, and raved.at the ingratitude of 
the ass, until he burst a blood vessel, and freed the poor 
creature from further service. Thus, bere isa system that 
would burst itself in its own passion, if certain persons 
would only cease to contribute to their own oppression and 
pillage. It has no power to enforce its usurpation, but 
what exists in the folly of those whose rights it usurps.— 
Not to move at its bidding is all that is required, to shew 
that its authority is impotent. What new portion of the 
world will first shew the spirit of the ass ?—Farewell. 
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Correspondence. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
Chester Castle, June 8, 1828. 

‘Most RESPECTED FRIEND,—I received another remit- 
tance on the 5th inst. from our worthy patriotic friend at 
Leicester, for Joseph Swann and self, amounting to 
£1 19s. 11d. which they wish to be acknowledged, as 
usual, in your gigantic Dwarf, and we rely on your dis- 
interested goodness to gratify both them and us by a com- 
pliance with their request. 

I congratulate them on account of their able and spirited 
address to their townsmen, in favour of their patriotic in- 
stitution, for the relief of incarcerated Reformers. 

The establishment of such institutions in those perilous 
times, immediately after the horrid massacre on the plains 
of St: Peter, proves the authors of the institution to be 
decided characters, and the reasons urged for their con- 
tinuance shows them to be men of reflexion and penetra- 
tion, both honourable and useful to the cause they 


espouse. 
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The address is worthy of extensive circalation, and 
might be generally useful, therefore shall take ‘the liberty 
of making a few extracts from it~—* The system still exists 
in full power—tts paroxysms of fury and Tevenge are 
abated, not extinguished—the evident and | aceelerated 
progress whieh the cause of Reform is so’ rapidly, making 
only serves to exasperateits enemies—their malice increases 
in the ratio of its advance, and when opportunities oecur, 
and plausible ‘pretexts can be obtained, their inveterate 
rancour will be proved by renewed persecutions. ‘In such 
a state of apparent calm, it is prudent and politie to be 
prepared for a storm ;—he must be a superficial observer 
who considers the present tranquillity, which is a mere 
suspension ‘of virulence, as of lasting duration—it is wise 
therefore to be prepared for its next visitation. It may 
perhaps shortly be expedient to try the validity and lega- 
lity of some priestly exactions—to determine whether that 
which was:at first a voluntary and optional gift, for a 
chantable purpose, can, at the will of the mere agent, be 
converted into a forced demand and applied to his own in- 
dividual use and benefit.’ 

The mutual feeling which exists between the Reform- 
ers who give, and those who receive relief, is finely 
touched, and cannot fail to produce the desired effect. 

J thank them most sincerely ‘or their kindness to me, and 
have always felt pleasure in receiving the remittances 
which have.been seat; but were I to receive “ thousands 
of. gold and silver,’’ I should not be satisfied without gain- 
ing the cause for which we are struggling,for | am con- 
vinced there can be no safety to our persons, property,.or 
liberty, whilst the present system continues—but let 
tightesusness be :established in the land, and our child- 
ren’s children may bask in the sunshine of prosperity, 
“ none daring to make them afraid.’”” Then British polli- 
tics will no longer tend to keep the nations of Europe in 
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a State of Stavery— then crime will be greatly diminished, 
our poor-houses and prisons more thinly inhabited—Ncew 
South Wales will receive. fewer of our poor. unfortunate 
brothers and sisters, and the gallows cease to groan with 
the weight of comparatively innocent victims. But I 
must refrain, for it was such language as this which 
brought me here. Hoping the Reformers will be firmly 
united in principle and practice, 
1 remain, respected friend, 
Yoor’s most ‘sincerefy, 
JOSEPH HARRISON. 

DEAR AND RESPECTED FRIEND;—1 return my sm- 
cerest acknowledgments and hearty thanks for this re- 
newed instance of kindness from our friends at Leicester, 
and to the Reformers in general for the benevolent sup- 
port I have received whilst immured in prison, and I hope 
none will be suffered to want, while confined for giving 
their support to the cause of freedom. 

I was not able to give the cause any great assistance: 
but weak and feeble as I was, endeavoured to afford what 
assistance I could by selling the woris of others ~which 
were calculated to enlighten and instruct the people, that 
they might become acquainted with their rights, and the 
best method of obtaining and securing them; for to attempt 
to ¢hange the system before the people are righthy in- 
formed is, entirely useless; as the change would only be 
teniporary, and give the tyrants every chance to bring 
oppression ‘to a more grinding and heavier weight on the 
nation; inesmuch as the people would be deluded into the 
belief that they had gained the cause they were seeking 
after; ‘whereas by supporting and maintaining ‘the liberty 
of the press the pe” ple will discover their just rights,and 
adopt that form of Government best-caleulated to secure 
them; and I hope the people of England will never give 
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way, or submit to less thana feeeand equal representation, 
annual parliaments, and voie by ballot. 
I remain, respected friend, ~ 
A'simcete well-wisher to’ my country, * 
and the rights of: the:people, ~ . 
. JOSEPH SWANN. 











-THE. LAW versus THE PRIESTS,» *: 
Or Peter Watson’s' Success. 





(From the Northern Reformers’ Magazine, for June.) 





The important struggle between Peter Watson, the 
shoemaker, and the Holy Ecclesiastical Court at Durham, 
is drawing to aclose. Peter has despised the threa‘s and 
baffled the manceuvres of this terrible court with a courage 
and skill honourable both to himself and his legal advisers. 
Having completed his arrangements, Mr Brougham, on his 
behalf, moved, on the last day of the term, in the court of 
King’s Bench, for a rule to shew cause why he should not 
be discharged from the Consistory Court at Durham, The 
Plea of Prohibition was too strong to be disputed, and there- 
fore the rule was granted. The clergy have now their 
choice, either to allow the rule to become absolute, and dis- 
charge Peter, or come before the Court of King’s Bench and 
show their right toenforce the payment of Easter offerings. 
The first alternative will probably be adopted, and then 
there is an end of all their claims to offerings, &c usually 
demanded at Easter: in the latter case they must prove 
their right to these offerings by common law; but the 
law recognizes no custoin as legal if it be variable and 
capricious. Could even the custom be proved, it. would 
still be necessary to shew its agreeableness to the estab-_ 
lished laws and constitution of the kingdom. This dis- 
pute involves more important consequences than may be 


apparent at first sight. 

Mr. Wilks, secretary to the Protestant Society in Lon- 
don, has justly designated Mr. Watson’s as “a case'of 
striking and singular oppressson.”’ | 
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Mr. Watson has already expended, in law changes, 
upwards of £200, in bringing this important, case to 


issue. He has new become the plauntiff, and has served . 


the King’s Beach writs. upon his persecutors, 

Mr. Watson considers himself in this case as the agent 
or representative of all his fellow countrymen who.are 
enemies to clerical impositions; and thongh he be ready 
to sacrifice every thing, even his own life, in the cause, 
yet he will expect the further assistance of his friends to 
carry him through this arduous contest. When its ter- 
minated, he bide to publish an-account of all the.sums 
he has received and expended, which will prove the pr- 
rity of the motives by which he has been actuated. : . ~ 

At Huddersfield and some other places, the priests 
haye summoned people be.ore the magistrates, and pro- 
cured their offerings by warrants of distress upon those 
whose. souls they have undertaken to cure. But-when 
any person is brought before a magistrate, in such cases, 
if he deny the legality of the priest’s claim, the authority 
of the magistrate ceases. 

In all the parishes of this neighbourhood very few have 
this year paid Easter Reckonings, as this vile imposition 
iS locally termed. [t has always been.a matter of choice 
—a calculation of consequences ; and here it would be ini- 
proper not to mention the just and Christian-like conduet 
of the Hon. H. Grey, D.D. Rector of Whickham,.,who 
has strictly comimanded that no Easter, Offerings should 
be demanded of any of his parishioners. It would be wise 
in all other priests, did they know the spirit of the age, 
to “ go and do likewise.”’ 

li is welh observed by Milton, that “ the Hiatal are 
the only people of all the Protestants. left stitl undelivered 
from. the..oppressians of a samonious decaamatmg Clergy ; 
who, shame not, against. the judgment and pesatice of abl 
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other fefSrmed Chiitchés’’ to maintain; thoueh Véry weak- 
ly theit' Popish’arid oft refuted positions, Wot ina poitit of 
corkiénceWwheétéin they might Be’ blaméless! "but! in a 
point of edvetoiistiess) and dhjist™ claim ‘tO’ othe fiien’s 
sds} a donténtior foul atid offidtrs’ ii HY maf; bitt! Most 
ofall in’ ‘ministers’ of the gospel,’ i WHoth “HtSition, 

though for their” owl TEht, “is Seareely WMdWALIE”~? To 
the'Yapacity of the Clery is’ to be’ “attributed most’ of" the 
‘evils which afflict Ireland; and’ the murdérous’ cotitests 
‘which continue to take place between thé peoplé' and 
their’ pastors in that unhappy country. In England, were 
‘it not forthe tithing system, which brings them harmo- 
“niously together, many would never know Who “Were 
their “ spirituat pastots and masters ;’’ as these holy “men 
do not now, as formerly, trouble themselves with visiting 
their parishioners at their own houses, for the purpose of 
catechising the young, and administering religious instruc- 
tion to those of riper years. 

_The Clergy are not, however, to be blamed for neglect- 
ing their temporalities. In Neweastle and the neighbour- 
hood they have been most assiduous in their endeavours to 
-eolleet their Easter Exactions—“ Offerings” are out of the 
question, there are none ; and what they have giot, has 
for the most part been extorted by threats, intimidatién, or 
cajolery. After all their exertions and artifices, however, 
their. collections have fallen - considerably short* of what 
they obtained in former years. In one street in Newcas- 
tle, (the Close) where the parish clerk was’wont'to wollect 
upwards of ten pounds, he has with much difficulty ob- 
tained two pounds. Most of the people now tell theapents 
of the priests that:they will pay when Peter Watsonopays, 
and by this means get:rid of the impertinent! intbadérs. 

- 1sMaddened by:\their'ilbsuccess in obtainitig this oMammon 
lof Unrighteousness\’> the rectors of Gateshead! and Ryton 
have published ainumber' of Randbills; which they‘ate now 
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industriously circulating, for the purpose. of alarming those 
who have not been induced to comply with.their, demands. 
The bills exhibit a few.garbled “ Abstracts,” purporting 
to be.‘ from statutes now in forte respecting small tithes, 
offerings,,..and oblations, and the legal manner of recover- 
ing. them when withheld.’ It is all, however, merely a 
conspiracy of the priests to scare the people,out of their 
money-——a clumsy stratagem devised to put an end to the 
proper investigation of the matter. . It is published anony- 
mously, without authority, none of the cloth daring to 
lend his name to the fabrication. Like the wizards of old, 
mentioned by the prophet. Isaiah, they only “ peep and 
mutter.” The trial of Peter Watson shews. the. frail 
grounds on which the clergy stand to support their. claims 
to Easter Offerings—the public spirited will not any longer 
submit to clerical impositions. 


OLp NEsTor. 
Neweastle upon Tyne, ~ 


May 24, 1823. 
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AFFAIRS OF SPAIN. 





Some grandezza of Spain have been induced to congra- 
tulate that royal booby, Prince Hilt, on his arrival at 
Madrid, to put them inthe leading strings of French 
management. There are three Countesses, and two Du- 
chesses amongst the number, which amount-in the whole 
to tharty one.! and we dare say, the Dukes, Marquisees, 

and Counts, are as silly, babbling old women, in their dispo- 
sitions, as if they wore petticoats, and really had been 
made up:for female gossips. These noble creatures,: who 

. disgrace the country they pollute, say that a small faction 
-cholds; the King in durance, and, the Spanish nation in 
« soithtaldom: Why, then,.is not this small faction: annihi- 
». dated by thenation, and the King liberated without calling 
inthe aid of France. ‘Fhe Cortes have no army that can 
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exhjbit itself } in the -fleld against the hordes of the inva- 
ders. They | have no navy, to 9 uphold an usurpation—they 


imdtrriyitks e nok 


have | | ow rasouirees, ‘and their treasury i is almiost éxhausted, 


and nothing but the opinions of the people ‘edtitta’ ‘save 
them from the necessity of instant fight, or thd certairity. 
of public execution. The great hopes of the Frétich ate 
in the ‘liberation 0 of ‘Ferdinand : or in other words, getting 


£4 .€'4:°* FO 6 


bim into I French ‘keeping. “This however, we' trust will 


never be accomplished. ‘Nothing but death should itiduce 
his beepers to part with him. He is a necessary hostage, 
: and must be carefully guarded. If the French persist in 
their endeavours to ‘obtain his person, they will be his 
‘destroyers ; : if his guardians, finding they cannot retain 
‘him’ living, ‘should put an end ‘for ever to the fear of osing 
| him, we te eat it, the French will be. his executioners ; 
he “will be the victim ‘of their’ invasion. The liberty 
of Spain ave trust will not be placed on the hazard of the 
existenee of one man:—but if it is, no Spaniard can hesi- 
tate as to which should be sacrificed. Had we been Mem- 
~ pees” Of the “Cortes, “we should ‘hare said‘’to thé Fréfich 


Government, “ ‘if you wish Ferdinand to fall—advance.”’ 
It may be yet necessary to hold this language! 


" a 








““ UNPRINCIPLED LOAN TO FRANCE, 





The French Ultras are now negociating a loan of 17 
millions sterling ; and it is. with some disgust, though 
bat little surprise we hear that’ English stock+jobbers are 
likely to furnish ‘a great portion of the money; ‘to be-em- 

ployed in stabbing’ English interests through the sides:of 
“Spain. »Fo'the eternal glory of some of our merchants, 
is said\ they have refused 4ll participation ‘in this mea- 
‘igute ; but teport says, that “the London House of Roths- 
chitd will fotm a list on the Royal Exchange, through the 
agency of M.A, -Montefiore:!’ -and that:a. similar: pro- 
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ceeding stilt adopted by« Messrs. ricardoin conjunction 
wh vith, ficville & Co.” “4 Thisiso1 one oft the cutses of thet funding 
system, which has. created a host of dabblers i in money, 
who would as soon lend. themselves to the stocking of 

a, Turkish - harem with English as with Greek females, 
to. pamper, the lust of any despot—or to the traffic 1 in 
the negro’s, blood, or to any monstrosity, or atrocity, that 
would ci fill their, bags” —as they would. subscribe | to 
Bible Societies, and Charitable Contributions, to get a 
name for goodness at home. Out ancestors were doubt- 
less barbarous in the methods with which they ‘punished 
usurers. of old ; but it was a correct principle to, put 
down usury ; : ne the w orst of all usurers are those meree- 
nary dabblers in the funds, who would lend money. more 
readily, for the service of hell than of heaven, if, the Devil 
would pay them better interest for their risk. ir ‘the Toan 
be eflected—if the produce. of the toil and blood of ‘the 
péople of England i is to be lent to France, i in ‘order to. de- 
stroy the independence of Spain, we have still creat hopes | 
that Spanish swords will write the cancelment of all the 
bonds i in the blood of their actual invaders, and to the 


’ ; 
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total ruin of all the unprincipled parties to the invasion, 








COURT OF CHANCERY. » 


‘ry the debate on Wednesday last on therGhenunety bu- 
sitiéss, Mr. Denman very properly took otcasion’ to con- 
trast the habitual doubting and hesitation of the Lord 
Chancellor, in ordinary cases, when doubting creates 
delay, and delay brings. grist to the mill with his prompt- 
ness of. decision in,.every, point against her late, Majesty, 
of persectited: memory ;-+on which itumay also hé.remark-. 
ed:thati promptness was thew the most ‘likely :method_of 
brindins® prist’ to’ the mill. No one’ will say that the 
Chancéllor’s' affection for the grist; had’ any thing to do 
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withr td eencting his: combuet: $1 batten Mr. sian seca 
observéd, when people find ‘the “conduct ‘always; on the 
side which produces the grist, they will have suspicions, 
however unjust they may be. . Mr. ‘Wetherell Stoutly de- 
fended the general character and, conduet of the Chancel- 
lor; and. absolutely agreed with him. The delays were 
all necessary ; the occasional promptitude requisite ;—and. 

“every thing just as the thing should be!’. We are 

really inclined to gather from his speech that the Court of 
Chancery is the only perfect thing on earth, and the Chan- 

cellor only wanting wings, a white dress, and a golden 

harp, to be a perfect angel. It is unfortunate for these 

conclusions, that those who are best satisfied with the 

Court, find it a kind of purgatory; and those who are 

least content, deemit a very pandemonium. | 

The following extracts from the speech of Mr. J. Wil- 
liams on his motion for enquiry, will shew what a pleasant 
thing it is to fall into the clutches of the “ Lion of Eng- 
land,’’ asthe Lowth Pitt Club toasted the Lord Chan- 
cellor. 

From the year 1820 to the year 1821, the Lord Chancellor had 
only heard 18 causes. In the course of the last eight years, the Vice 
Chancellor had disposed ofas many motionsas 14,560, while the Lord 
Chancellor-had decided only 5155. He should now come to the cases 
;n hishand. ‘The first case was “ Brown and De Tastet :’—A bill 
was filed:to obtain an accoont, and, in 1812, the Master of the 
Rolls made a decree that-an accqunt should be taken. In the same 
year, the decree of the master of the Rolls was appealed from ; and 
the same cause came to be heard before the Lord Chancellor late 
in the year 182 1. (Hear.) In the course of the case there was a re- 
ference to the Ma aster ; and an appeal to the Vice-Chancellor. ‘The 
appeal from the Master's report cost 5001., and was quite’ 'unneces- 
sary. ‘The Vice-Cliancellor set aside the Master’s report; and then’ 
there wasan appéal from the Vice-Chancellor to the Chancellor, 
(hear)rayainst his decree setting the report‘aside." From: the time 
of filing a bill, the solicitor became entitled to what was called bis 
“6xerm foes”*—that was, to il. 1s. 8d. each term, so long as the cause 
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jasted, which, according to Hudibras, was just so long as the client 
had thy money2' Theufromthe time a cause got; asit was, termed, 


interthe papers’ the sdhiciter aad the clerk in court, were entitled 
to 1,4, ;day, attendance, Now, in the cause of « Brown and De 


Tastet,” the “ term fees” hegan in the year 1812 ,and went on to the 
beginning of ‘the year 1819; in January, isto, both’ the appeals 
(that ‘from the Master of the Rolls, and that from the -Vice-Chan- 
celfor) got iuto the Lord Chancellor's “ paper,” and continued there» 
off aid on, through 'the'year 1820 to the end of the year 1821; the 
amount/of “ attendances” charged in that cause being no less a sum 
than 4501. ‘ (Hear, hear.) Nor was this all. The learned. counsel 
found. it impossible toendure the fatigues of such a cause without 
an adequate allowance from time, to time of “refreshers.” Hear» 
and alaugh.) Upon those “ refreshers” the learned barristers did 
manage to maintain their strength; but for the unfortunate suitor | 
what “ refresher” was there for him ?—(Cheers, and laughter.)— 
Alas! none. He wandered on over a dreary waste, barren and 
parched on every side ;—there was no green bright spot for his eye 
to rest upon; and what was worse, he saw as little limit to the de- 
sert as likelihood of finding a road out of it. (Hear, hear.) The 
case of “ Ware and Horwood,” had enjoyed a supplemental bill, and 
a bill oftreviver—a decree had been made by the Lard Chancellor 
in 1821, An objection was started that it had been obtained surrep~ 
titiously. Upon that ground a motion was made; and in an affidavit 
from the party who showed cause against the motion, some passages 
were worth attention. The deponent said “ that owing to 
other causes being daily placed at the head of the Lord 
Chancellor’s ‘ paper’ he had found it impossible to obtain 
the Lord Chancellor’s decision, and that he had heen induced 
to write aletter to the Lord Chancellor to the following effect :— 
—My clients have reason to complain of the injury they suffer by 
their causes not keeping their situation at the head of your lord- 
ship’s paper. Those causes have been seven years waiting for 
judgment; they were at the top of your lordship’s paper two ycars 
and-a-half ago; and I wish they could remain there until they are 
decided—10,0001.. is locked up, my lord, in court. until these causes 
aresettled. It is.painful,for me,.to add, that | have learned that 
the infant fer whose, benefit the original suit in, those causes were 
imstituted twenty. years ago, has died of a broken heart, in conse- 
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quence of the distressed state of his affairs: and [ have. to con- 
rend, int ‘All’ yeni yeh he bitter yasaift of his relations. 
The" “aie vie Ue BOSH ets HEC pekcerfor had’ wiven inimnec late aie 
rection to havé the case’ re: ‘itistated'! ‘that the case was Brought ¢ on? 
and the deponedt required to attend in fits lordship's . priv até Toom* 
which ‘he accordingly did, ° and held Frequent curiversations as to 
the subject of drawing up the decree, after judgment: given inthe 
court. To the bill of cysts, the letter was charged in these’ terms 

a for writing a long letter to his lordship, on) the aorta of 
the cause, and importuning particular attention to it, 9s. 6d. : 
tending the court to get the cause reinstated on the paper, 19s. ‘es 
attending the’ court at the time of hearing the petition, Zl.” &e. 
One Nein would be almost incredible —* ae bc kane the Lord Chan- 
cellor i his’ private’ “ene when his Lordship begged further indul 
gence till to-morrow.” Having stated thé nature and quality of 
attendances (whicli consisted of little more than fixing the times of 
postponement), he had only to state the gross charge was not 18s 
than 1 0001. for'these attendances alone. 

Such are the practices which prevail. in the den of the 

“ Lion. of. England.’ ’ We.have before heard of. lions 
conchant, lions, rampant, lions passant, blue lions, black 
lions,, red, lions,,and.lions.of all, colours. We have also 
heard:of rearing: lions, but. the Louth Pitt, Club have.dnit 
upon-a lew: sign for. pot-houses, and helped: the: Herald’s: 
Office'to'a new quartering ‘If the Chancellor bea leon at 
ally and who can doubt’ the’ discrimination: of the Louth 
Pitt’ Club, he must’ be a weeping lion!’ What a pathetic 
epithet! The sign of the weeping lion! with a view of 
the Court of Chancery in the back ground, as the den ? 
No tippler on earth could withstand the inducement to 
walk. i in, and take a drop to comfort the weeping lion.!— 
We, will not say that.the weeping lions only a, figurative: 
expression. for..the; creaadsle,;, nor: that the. Changellor’ y 
tears practide: the same. wilehery in luring! litignnts)inte 
Chancery; but: his’ good character, and. prety, of whiekr 
his tears ‘have’ beén so frequently the only vouchers; may 
have helped'to crowd the: Courts: with expectants, who 
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rettidin’ there tilt they are starved with expectation, and 
déath rudely pushes tiem asidé to’ make 1 room, for others, 
who crowd" fn With the same views, aiid experience the 
sate fate. Oey the Chancery doors ought to be inscribed - 
i Whééver éntéfs here, leaves hope behind.” 

Nor wotild the réfusal of the fox in the fable, to éniter the 
lion’s den, bean inappropriate caution. The éeunnifg 
fox looked? at' the ‘foot-marks, ind foutid they were’ all 
made by bests godng’ in asufficient' poof that none ever 
catfie out acuin. The Court of Chaticery has long been a 
good illustration of the den ; anid since the Louth Pitt Club 
has farnisHed it with a rently made lion, the simile is com- 
plete—* Walk in, then, ladies and gentlémen, walk in, 
‘° atid ‘sed the Hori! the wéeping‘lidn, ladies and gentle- 
‘* tién,. Who’ distils three’ pails fall-per day of the best 
« perity-royal water from’ his eyés'; and bottles it up in 
“ the shape of golden drops, an infallible cure for ‘all 
‘detains of conscience; and: of course of the gteatest’ repute 
«if thé! le4al prdfission ! Walk up, ladies, and geritle- 
meni dbn’t We aftaid’ to Brit} that’ littté dear up. “The 
™ Raney tag dings has a great preaaren for fants | 
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THe House'of Bords'is/aittusing ‘itself withhah anended 
Mattriat#@ Act? It is really’a pity that’ the nitinia’ of letis= 
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* Avmornime apts remarks: ian Pore that it wouldiHe! 
well.to petition, parliament-to takeaway the Court! of @hancer | 
altogether, because it) is, grown into an.“ intolerable grigvance,t” 
Poh! poh! Petition Jupiter to, shave bumself, and Venps.to.su¢h, 
the venerable bristles | on her chin ! Petition Mars ta wear petti- 
coats, and Funo to cry matches! °F etition Mount Etna, to pay a 
Hendfy’ vi visit'to John OG rbts iouse! Do anything, a you cay, as 
usclésstand Haitutdits,” as td‘ petitidn sh gee tO remove an Alte 
tolerable grievance! whichis so profit able ! 
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lation avill Jet nothing alone, . Our. sticklers for old insti- 
tutions, are the drollest creatures imaginable. _They, are 
always exclaiming against “innovation ; and yet are they 
as constantly ; innovating ,, by piece-meal, until every cen- 
tury completely "-heemsing the nature of the old. and vene- 
rable institutions of the country. We have scarcely an 
operative clause in the statute-book that can count a hun- ! 
dred years since. its enactment, or alteration, or amend-_ 
ment. Yet when a proposal is made to make an unpa-— 
latable alteration, however wise or necessary, Wwe are 
met with.the cry of—< What! would you encroach upon 
our venerable institutions?’ While with all our vene- 
ration for antiquity, we only resemble the fellow with 
the old family knife, which had been handed down from 
father to son, for fifty generations ; and had only been 
furnished with a dozen or so of new blades, and half as | 
many new handles. 

A clause for rendering the marriages of minors null and 
void, if solemnised without the consent of parents and 
guardians, provided the suit of nullity was commenced 
within twelve months from the marriage, was nega- 
tived by a majority of eight. The debate was warmly 
maintained upon it; and produced the remarkable de- 
claration from the Chancellor, (according to the 
Morning. Herald), that “ if the laws of Gop were 
to be relied) upon alone, he would no nolonger live | 
in this country.” If these are the Chancellor’s sen- | 
timents, they may account for an odd description of 
law, with which it has been the custom to patch up; and. 
eke out the laws of the Deity.; such, for instance,,as, the. 
law relative to constructive treason ! a 

“It is quite cértain, that by the laws of Gop alone, the 
Chancellor would not have found this country quite-so’ 
agreeable a place ; and for our parts we are almost dispo-’ 





































THE BLACK DWARF. 851 


sed to: doubt the Chancellor’s Christianity. We no where 
find in the Christian Scriptures, any direction to accumulate 
large fortunes out of the distresses of our fellow creatures. 
On the contrary, we find the accumulation of wealth con- 
demned as the service of Mammon ; and we.-are told that 
aman cannot serve both God and Mammon. We find 
directions to those who would become Christians to sell 
all that they have, and give to the poor! a command that 
the Lord Chancellor will no more obey, than he would 
return a fee toa poor devil who laid out his all in the 
purchase of Chancery justice! Itis also said that “ it is 
“ easier fora camel to go through the eye of a neédle, 
“ than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” — 
The Lord Chancellor, however, in spite of this will take 
his chance with his bags in his hands ; and determines to 
die rich, let what may become of him after death. Again 
we are told that wise men donot lay up treasures on earth, 
where moths devour, and thieves break in, and rob; but 
aim to lay their treasures up in heaven, where they are 
safe from all accidents ; but the Chancellor having neither 
the fear of moths, nor robbers before his eyes, lays up his 
treasures in this world ; and has been so busy in scraping 
his worldly riches together, that he must be lucky indeed, 
if he has been enabled to lay up any other sort of wealth. 

















“PITT CLUBS. 
— 

These mushroom institutions are fast hastening “ to the bourne 
from which no traveller returns.” By dint of provoking raillery, 
we didginduce the Pitt Club of Birmingham, 'to muster last year, 
even after it had announéed ‘its determination .of departing in 
peace, an¢-troublifig the world no mere. But we are sadly appre- 
hensive that, nothing can bring the simpletons,together this, year. 
They. are sick of themselves; and that is a contagious disorder, 
from which all mcz fly. But why not endeavour to recruits The 


race of fools and knaves is not quite extinct. Why not advertise, 
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abi otter préniums for Véeités" ih’ erat; RUA ready iri iHufacthied 
stAplevsis?! Wetted WeKiAchery akéoune OP Linpity tatilds Frow: 
alt parts ofete@ bantry: “At Cartibte) there reniained only twenty- 
foun to Mabster in howonr‘of fi the.palot who weathered ‘the stdtm,.”. 
Hanp the, deserters for most scurvy; knayes || At. Newcastle, they 
had;a goodly company,of twenty-seven ! At Lejcester,,-by great, 
exertion, thirty-five assembled.— 


° Men without brains, who could not well a oe + Asada 
i RGASbme men With, Who Were’ too! Wise’ tb’ uke thetn” 


, tna the latidfords intist Hrtfdut some other ktHse for drinking, 
theth’ tasting the riembty!of Me Pive? His name absohitely' sours 
the wine, add durns the stomachs! of the guests; who ate amirdly. 
foréedto a ditoy-as-disagreable,-as sleeping with a dead-corpse, or 
watching-all might ux a'church-yard! .We,understand that in con- 
sequence of the recent transportation of Bill Soames, the pick-poc- 
kets have hada meeting th. chuse another patron; and that it. was, 
proposed the society ehould erect itself into a “ Pitt Club,” in order 
to avoid the obloquy of the term which prejudice had applied to 
their profession ; Bat it! was gravely objected to this, that the so 
cf#éty ought! nd? ‘to: disgravé itself sb fai“that, wiifortunatély, they’ 
weré obligéd to make'a little’ free with the property of others,’ te 
geedn honest’ living for themselves ; but that they: should ‘never. 
acknowledge ‘any fellowship with the ‘Pitt system,' which tolerated | 
pluyder by wholesale, without the plea of necessity, to excuse its 
want of justice. It was therefore carried, that as the best patron 
of the two, the bust of Bill ‘Soames should not be displaced for. 
the best of ‘Mr. Pitt; but remain as the ‘representative of their old 
president until his return. : 





— —_ exsnniiieinidipiiatiataiaiatiarininiets sameeren 


_ SCOTCH ener a | 
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Our friends “ north nt) ‘the Tweed,” ” are now called upon, 

oi bestir theniselves, for-the honour of. . Auld Scotland,” 
Dei ekess is ati stake—aye, and their intellects into, 
the bargain’ «© Would ye bélieve'it; lads o’the north ?”’: 
that’ aly’ itiplident : mitristetial: “ eredtite;’ would take 
stich liberties with you, a§'td: say’ that: ye are aS free; and’ 
as well represented, aiid as contented, as’ atiy body need to’ 
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bef Cap you credi¢ this # “Could ye suppose, that after 
all the, minjsterial compliments, tothe dads ofthe “Jape 
of cakes,” for their good. sense, and .napyral shrewdness, 
that, the same party should venture ta. set you:dewn, 
“ in the fill senate,” as a parcel of senseless stupid |pons, 
who cannot tell the difference between representation. 
and no representation at all—between freedom and despo- 
tism—-hetyeen content, and. dissatisfaction ! Yet, this 
is really, what Sir George Clerk, and Lor} Binning, say. of 
you ;—and what answer will you bestow, upon them. .. Sir 
George Clerk says there is no mischief  whateyer resul- 
ting from the complete thraldom.ia which you ara:held. 
He says you are quite satisfied that he represents himself, 
and not you:—and Lord Binning: says that Scotland isa 
“ perfectly free country,” although there is not the.sha- 
dow of the exercise ef those rights in the possession of 
which freedom consists! Nay, Lord Binning is. not satis- 
fied with this cruel mockery of you. He says you have 
never complained—and that you would haye been forward 
enough in complaining, if you had anything 19 complain 

of—but that you have no reason tq complain whatever 
that yonr condition cannot be mended, and that you are 
‘as happy as happy can be.” To be sure, the warld 
knows this is untrue. To be sure, every member of the 
honourable House who heard him, knew that he was pawn- 
ing his honour to a falsehood! But if such things, are 
said with impunity, and go abroad without contradiction, 
thay may hereafter pass for truth, and the present race of 
Scotsmen may be considered in after generations, as the 
grossest race of simpletons in the world. So, friends of the 
north, bestir yourselves! There is not much time to come of 
this blessed session of parliament, in the course of whi h 
one of the greatest plagues of both divisions of the ‘sland 
has set off to heaven, or elsewhere -—but at the very 
commencement of the next, do ye take care to give t these 
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impudent the —- ! For your own sakes— 
for the sake of ;your children,.whom. you hope to be free- 
men—for the sake of your forefathers, who ‘intended you 
‘to be freemen—do not put up with these insults—do not 
be the mean and servile’ race, which your magistrates. affect 
to consider you. Prove that you are mén, ifyou would 
not in future be treated like froward children, or passive 
Slaves. After what has taken place in Scotland, after 
arbitrary laws have been enforced, to destroy public ¢ Opi- 
nion, or to prevent its expression. After the denial of 
reform produced, what the vile portion of the press called 
rebellion, at the instigation of government agency—it is 
still asserted that Scotland has not demanded a reform— 
‘that she is satisfied with ‘her condition—and wants no 
‘better fate, than to be the bondslave of parchment-voters, 
‘and the heritance of the borough faction. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton, does not seem to have any 
correct ideas of English representation, which he calls 
better than Scotch representation, while we contend 
there is no preference between them, but that the one is 
quite as bad as the other. We will give a portion of his 
speech, in order to hang a few notes upon it; and to 
preserve the statement of the method in whieh Scotch 
County Elections are managed. He says— 

The representation of Seotland, isa direct contrast to that of En- 
gland*. In England representation was founded upon property and 
population ; but in the Scotch counties, it was not founded on pro- 
perty:+ In Scotch burghs it was not founded upon population; the 


right to vote rested on the possession of a piece of parchment, 
which conferred no rank, and the property which he might claim 





* No such thing—no more than amsn in a freeze jerkinis'a contrast 
to himself, when dressed in broad cloth. There is some difference in the 
habit, but the animal is the same. Scotch elections differ from Eng- 
lish ones in the mode, but they all arrive at the same tesult—tlie de- 
struction of representation. = "08 

+ English representation, ‘as it is called, is euly: foundedion the 
power and influence of the Minister, Neither property, ‘nor — 
tion has anything to do with it. 
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by it might not exceed one penny.t The entire number of voters lin 
Scotland, was less than three thousand. { He had votes in five 
counties in Scotland, and not’ one of which did he possess an acre 
of land; and might, if he took the trouble, have a vote in every 


county. In.no,county did the votes exceed 240, and in one,. they 


were as low as.nine! Inthe counties the proportion of electors, 


to the, population was one in 625; 10 the burghs, it was one in 
7, 000. By a statement, of a few circumstances in the late contest 
for Lanarkshire, the house would form some idea of the system.— 


Before the close of the late Parliament, Admiral Cochrane pub- 


lished, that he should offer himself for Lanark. “The object was to 


offer paper notes, to counteract the majority in his (Lord A. I1.’s) 
favour. . To place the matter in the strongest point of view, he 
would state what he (Lord A. Hamilton) did. He endeavoured, to 
obtain as many superiorities as he.could buy, and divided ;them 
into as small portions as would quality a voter, taking care, they 
should not exceed a single penny either way, being 4001. Scotch.— 
His next business was to find persons to hold them, upon all the 


rest of the case he would be open, but could not inform the house 


how he obtained those persons. If it were necessary, he should 


resort to the same course at the next election. (Hear.) Law agents 
in Scotland, had a peculiar gift of knowing from their physiognomy, 
what persons might be trusted with superiorities, “ Having taken 
legal advice, he advertised for persons to whom he might intrust 
the’ superiorities he had bought. The “ Trust Oath,” was-in this 
form.—“ I. A. B. in the presence of God, do declare that the land 
and estate for which I claim a right to vote is in my possession, 
aud_.is my own proper estate, and that the same isa true and real 


estate in fee.” Any person acquainted with Scotch elections would 








+ Andin English boroughs, the outvoters who may never have seen 
the borough, and have no earthly interest therein, are admitted to vote 
for elections, and are carried at an enormous expense from all parts of 
the Country to vote ; while they are denied votes in the places where 
theysceside, though they may bein possession of thousands of property. 

+, What avails it to talk about the number of voters. Why, Mr. 
‘ bambton,! in 1821 told the House of Commoms, ‘‘ he was prepared to 
“4: shew that.there were one hundred: and eighty individuals, who re- 
‘“‘ turned three hundred and fifty Members of the House of Commons ?’’ 
After this’ statement, nothing can make the House blush, or the people 
act, if this will not, Here are.one humdred and gighty persons who ma- 
nufacture two Members of Parliament apiece! and call them Represen- 

tatives of the People. 
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suppose a true estate in fee meant an estate~in land: such would 
be the English interpretation; but Scotch electors were told, that 
it meant only the possession of what was called “a superiority.’ 
The sheriffs have the ri ight of fixing the day of voting; and as the 
vote depended on the possession for a year and a day of the qua- 
lification to vote, the sheriff of Lanarkshire had an opportunity of 
giving great advantage to Admiral Cochrane, who made some 
twenty votes a few days earlier, than about the same number in 
his interest; which votes were thus excluded by the sheriff— Another 
part of the tactics of that officer, was to fix, the days of election 
at periods when the voters could not attend. A vast deal of time 
being wasted at Scotch elections, by the talking of lawyers, it was 
determined at the Lanarkshire election, that only freeholder 
shoald Be ‘permitted to speak ; but there were still twenty of them 
left: with their tongues loose, to talk ‘as fast as they pleased. He 
recbllected one instance, in which it was necessary tg send a mes- 
senver ‘to’ Grennock ; and the lawyers undertook to talk till he 
came back (a laugh) aye, and did ttog! Asa remedy for these 
evils was to sppeoece as nearly as possible to the spirit of the En- 
glist Constitution.” | 

If by the English Constitution, be meant the good old 
Saxon ‘practice, when the people never | suflered any 
authority to exist, but what, emanated immediately and 
directly. from themselves,. an appnoach. to. such a system, 
would. be a remedy:'for all the evils we complain of—but 
to, assimilate the Scotch respresentation, to the existing 
system of English vepreséntation, would be to do mis- 
chief: instead of good,—to cover up the ulcer, and not to 
cute it—to carry'on the farce of elections, without the 
reakty. The Scotch ‘are quite as well off, as’ they ¢ could 


be, by, any. partial alteration—nay, they are better off, 
ate such a reform: would. leave them—~for they have 
now’ the: glar’ng deformity of the abuses before them, 
which. would then, be covered. up with a neater drapery 
of our superlative hypocrisy. If the Seotch are’ wise and 
eiiétgetic, ‘they will “ reform, it altogether ;” and, fin 


they: can. do,so.'.it had better remain-asiit is. 6 8h 


eyo pepie 





tt 

















THE BLACK DWARE 8 


~! 


ve 


ENGLISH CATHOLICS. — 








This body is at Jength moved to assert part of its rights, 
and demand. part.of its liberties. Lord Nugent has ob- 
tained leave to-bring in a bill.to place English Catholics 
on a. footing with the Irish Catholics; and though we 
aré Satisfied the bill will not pass, still as it affords an op- 
portunity for. the English’ Catholics to form themselves 
into an association for the recovery of their liberties, we 
hail it as the precursor of something better—as the herald 
of the period when toleration shall be lost in general li- 
berality, and universal justice. _ i eitiee As 

A meeting of the English Catholics took place atthe 
Freemason’s Tavern,on Monday week, the Duke of Norfolk 
in the Chair, supported on the right by the Earl of Shrews- 
bury, and on the left by the Honourable Mr. Petre. *— 
From one. occurrence, we are led to believe that the 
Catholics are now determined to consuit their own. feel- 
ings, with regard to their own interests ; and to refuse to 
to be led by the nose any longer by political quacks ; for 
a proposition that the Committee to be appointed should 
not mix up any political consideration with their proceed- 
ing’s, Was almost unanimously negatived. Indeed sucha 
preposterous resolution negatived itself; as the Committee 
could not move a step, nor. utter a word independent of 
political considerations ; but the obvious meaning was that 
the’ Committee should succumb to Government polities ; 
and the decisive negative the audacious proposition re- 





* Ori entering the room, we found profusely scattered a@round 
it, a modest proposal on the part of a “ Sunday Paper” of mode- 
raté government politics; which it was candidly avowed was con 
dweted sat’ a.loss,” to take up the cause of the Catholics, for 
“ aconsigeration,” as the miser has it, in the play of Nigel. The 
proprietors, however, only propose to sell themselves on the Ca- 
tholic question, reserving the right of * free action apon all-other 
political questions.” This is a good specimen of selling ¢ paper by 
instalments, and does credit to the wit of the owner. 


No. 24. Vol. X. 
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ceived, seemed to indicate that the Catholics were deter- 
mined neither to trifle, nor to be trifled with, in future — 
The fature fortunes of the Catholic body are in their own 
hands. “It depends upon themselves, whether they will be 
“men, or slaves. Circumstances have disarmed their anta- 
gonists of the weapons which have hitherfo been so suc- 
cessful against them. The pretence that Catholicism is 
necessarily favourable to déspotism was never any thing 
more than a delusion, though it answered the purpose of 
raising an outcry against the Catholics, among those who 
chose to forget, or who never knew, that the glories of 
Cressy, of Agincourt, and of Runnymede, were of Catho- 
lic achievement—that our Henrys, our Edwards, and our 
Richards, were also Catholics--that the Constitution which 
is Called by the Protestants, ‘* the envy and admiration of 
the world,” was of Catholic origin—and that in the Jan- 
guage ‘of an eminent Barrister, “ Catholicism had been to 
this day the religion of the State, had it not been for 
the lawless lust of a murderous adulterer. ”* The annals of 
the ‘present age, however, are sqfficient to dispel the 
remnant of the delusions conjured up to prejudice the 
Catholics, by Chancellor Eldon and Secretary Peel. Let 
thé reader remember that Catholic France shook off 
the fetiers of her bondage, and now sets an example of 
religious liberty which shames the boasted toleration 
of Britain. Look at Catholic South America rising into 
freedom ; see the glorious struggle which Catholic Spain 
is maintaining against the brig ands of the Holy Alliance ' 
Have ‘Catholics spared tyranny, or superstition, or priestly 
arrogance, or mitred luxury, more than the Protestants ! 


Look at the application of the Church revenues to the:na- 
tional resources, in Catholic countries ; and say whether 


any Protestannt reformers. ever carried the pruning-book 
of reformation so far. And \as to individual friends of 
treedom, is Catholic Spain behind Protestant preenee ‘— 
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Shall we compare the chieftain, Mina, the Catholic Mina, 
who is nobly contending against the re-imposition of the 
yoke of bigotry, intolerance, and despotism, at the head 
of his Catholic band, determined to be free, or die—shall 
we compare hith with the chieftain, Peel, the redoubtable 
head of that party in England, which, for its own, merce- 
nary advantage, i is persecuting and oppressing: the Catho- 
lics of England and Ireland. Look at the one, in his no- 
ble devotion to the cause of freedom ; and at the other 1 in 


his equally conspicuous deyotion to his own interest. See 
the one struggling to the ast against an overweening ty- 


ranny—-and the other complaisantly shaking hands with 
every despot. No'! The time is passed by, when. the Ca- 
tholics could be charged with partiality to tyrannic sway. 
They have thrown down the gauntlet: to oppression, and 
if they persevere they will emancipate themselves, . It is 
to their own efforts alone that they must look for liberty. 
Catholic illiberality is another theme on which Protes- 
tant superciliousness delights to dwell ; but they will do 
well not to quote that the Catholic Senate of : Maryland 
first opened its doors for the admission of Protestant se- 
nators—that the diet of Catholic Hungary, followed the 
example ; as well as the state of Bavaria ; while Tiberal 
England not only excludes the Catholics from their. poli- 
tical rights, but hands them over to the pillage, as well 
as the oppression of their Protestant brethren. The Ca- 
tholics of the French department of the Seine now return 
a Protestant to represent them inthe. French, Camber of 


Deputies. Really, to talk of Catholicilliberality, in politi- 


cal matters, in the face of these facts, is a litle. too mueh 
bordering upon the ridiculous ; and we are confident that 
the British people will not support the Ministerial, faction 
in any further oppression of the Catholics, if they display 


the, spirit of men, in claiming the rights of man. If they 


do not, they confess they are not’ men, “and they have 
then no rights ‘at all. 
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